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Photography and beyond – Part 19

Film by 

Heinz Emigholz
„By going back to the Roman origins 
of the constructional core of Modernism 
PARABETON will be the grand finale of  
my series Architecture as Autobiography.“



ABOUT THE FILM 
PARABETON starts with the first still exstant dome built of concrete  
by the Romans in the 1st century BC in Baiae near Naples. Followed in 
chronological sequence by buildings of Italian engineer-artist Pier Luigi 
Nervi (1891–1979) – inventor, master-builder of concrete structures  
and the architect’s architect of the 20th century. This succession is  
from time to time halted by cinematic studies of large Roman structures.  
In doing so the film relates Nervi’s path-breaking constructions with  
the pioneering Roman inventions in his field 2000 years ago. 

IL FILM
PARABETON si apre con la prima cupola in calcestruzzo ancora esistente  
costruita dai Romani nel I sec. a.C. a Baia, presso Napoli. Seguono quindi,  
in ordine cronologico, le immagini delle opere dell’ingegnere-artista Pier Luigi  
Nervi (1891–1979) – ideatore e realizzatore di capolavori in cemento armato,  
the architect’s architect del XX secolo. L’analisi di imponenti edifici di Roma  
antica interrompe questa successione e istituisce un legame fra le costruzioni  
innovative di Nervi e le pionieristiche creazioni romane di duemila anni fa.

Work-in-progress
„PARABETON was shot in May 2011 and will be 105 minutes long 
and a part of my film series Decampment of Modernism (Architecture  
as Autobiography) about the glory and decline of modern architecture.  
The Venice Film Festival presents a 35minute preview version of the  
latter film.“ Heinz Emigholz 

Work-in-progress 
„PARABETON è stato girato nel maggio 2011 e la sua durata prevista è di  
105 minuti. Farà parte della mia serie Decampment of Modernism (Architecture  
as Autobiography), dedicata alla gloria e al declino dell’architettura moderna.  
La Mostra Internazionale d’Arte Cinematografica di Venezia presenta 
un’anticipazione del film della durata di 35 minuti.“ Heinz Emigholz

About the director and the film series  
Architecture as Autobiography
Heinz Emigholz has worked since 1973 as a filmmaker, 
artist, writer and producer in Germany and the USA.  
He looks back on numerous exhibitions, retrospectives, 
lectures and publications. In 1984 he started his film 

series Photography and beyond of which Architecture as Autobiography 
is a part. The series includes monographical films on the works of Louis 
Sullivan (Sullivan’s Banks, 2000), Adolf Loos (Loos Ornamental, 2008), 
Robert Maillart (Maillart’s Bridges, 2001), Rudolph Schindler (Schindler’s 
Houses, 2007), Auguste Perret (Perret in France, 2012),  
and Bruce Goff (Goff in the Desert, 2003) a.o. 

Il regista e la serie di film Architecture as Autobiography 
Heinz Emigholz è attivo sin dal 1973 come cineasta, artista, scrittore e produttore 
in Germania e negli Stati Uniti. Il suo curriculum vanta un elevato numero di mostre, 
retrospettive, partecipazioni a conferenze e pubblicazioni. Nel 1984 ha concepito  
la serie di film Photography and beyond, della quale Architecture as Autobiography  
fa parte e nel cui ambito rientrano, fra gli altri, film sulle opere di Louis Sullivan, 
Adolf Loos, Robert Maillart, Rudolph Schindler, Auguste Perret and Bruce Goff.

Coming soon / In preparazione:
PERRET IN FRANCE
Decampment of Modernism – Part II
Auguste Perret (1874–1954)
Film by Un film di Heinz Emigholz
105 minutes minuti

PARABETON 
(Germany  2011, HD, 105 min) 
will include the following buildings: 

Temple of Echo, Baiae
Municipal Stadium, Florence 1932
Experimental warehouse, Rome 1945
Temple of Jupiter, Terracina
Exhibition Hall B and C, Turino 1949–50
Baths of Caracalla, Rome
Salt Warehouses, Tortona 1950–51
Tabacco Factory, Bologna 1951–52
Cestius Pyramide, Rome
Headquarters of UNESCO, Paris 1953–58
Pantheon, Rome
Small Sports Complex, Rome 1957
Temple of Minerva, Rome
Pirelli Building, Milano 1955–59
Stadium Flaminio, Rome 1959
Colosseum, Rome
Sports Complex, Rom 1959
Aqua Claudia, Rome
Train Station, Savona 1961
Palace of Labour, Turino 1961
Hadrian’s Villa, Tivoli
Burgo Paper Factory, Mantua 1962
Mausoleo Tor de’ Schiavi, Rome
Roof of the Cuore Immacolato di Maria Curch,  
Bologna 1962
Palatin, Rome
Motor boat in ferro-cement, 1970
Papal Audience Hall, Vatican City 1971

Contact in Venice
Claire Gascoyne & Matthew Dinsdale, Premier PR
matthew.dinsdale@premierpr.com 
Tel. +44 7729 612 956           
claire.gascoyne@premierpr.com 
Tel.+44 7515 587 173

Producer’s contact
Filmgalerie 451
Saarbrücker Straße 24, 10405 Berlin 
Tel. +49 30 3398 2800
kino@filmgalerie451.de

More at / Per maggiori informazioni: �www.pym.de 
www.451.eu

Screening Dates  
09/09/2011 SALA PERLA 11.00 h
10/09/2011 SALA PERLA 13.00 h
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